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FABERGE IN AMERICA DRAWS 172,600 VISITORS— 

A RECORD-BREAKING 18,860 VISITORS PER WEEK 

(Cleveland, OH) Director Robert P. Bergman announced today that Faberge in 
America ended its popular nine week run (March 9 through May 1 1) at the Cleveland 
Museum of Art with a total of 172,600 visitors, setting a record for weekly 
attendance of 18,860. The second highest weekly draw for a ticketed exhibition was 
Pharaohs: Treasures of Egyptian Art from the Louvre which averaged 15,022 per 
week last year. 

Preliminary figures from the museum's visitor survey indicate that 47% of the 
visitors came from outside the Cleveland area. "Faberge attracted people of all ages 
from all over the country," said Dr. Bergman. "The oldest known visitor was 
Florence Poston from Columbus, Ohio who, at 101 years old, personally recalled the 
time when Faberge was creating works for the Russian czars. Like many, she visited 
the exhibition with her family. On Mother's Day one woman flew in from Atlanta 
who arranged to have her mother flown in from Chicago just so they could spend the 
day together in the exhibition." 

Advance sales also set a record for the museum with well over 40,000 tickets 
sold before the exhibition opened — nearly three times more than any previous 
exhibition. About half of the advance came from groups. Nearly 450 groups 
attended, 100 coming from outside the state of Ohio. Bergman added: "The fact that 
our attendance kept building shows that the people really enjoyed the experience. 

When you draw over 1 50,000 people to an exhibition, you know it has enjoyed the 
benefit of great word-of-mouth." The show averaged 16,000 visitors per week in the 
first six weeks, then jumped to over 20,000 visitors per week the next two weeks, and 
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closed with over 27,000 visitors the last week. 

During Faberge, over 239,000 people visited the Cleveland Museum of Art, 
bringing the total attendance for the year to date to 3 13,954. The museum's 
attendance of 1 15,037 last month set a record for the highest number of visitors ever 
in the month of April. Boosting all these figures for 1997 was the exhibition Thomas 
Eakins: The Rowing Pictures which has attracted over 51,000 visitors since it 
opened in February. The Eakins exhibition closes this Sunday, May 18. 

The 172,600 attendance for Faberge is the second highest total attendance for 
a ticketed exhibition. While 13,359 more visitors attended Egypt’s Dazzling Sun: 
Amenhotep III in 1992, that exhibition ran for three and a half more weeks than 
Faberge. 

Faberge in America was organized by the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco. 
The exhibition was made possible by FABERGE CO. The Cleveland showing was 
sponsored by the Chubb Group of Insurance Companies and KeyBank. Additional 
support was provided by the Ohio Arts Council. Promotional support was provided by 
WDOK 1 02. 1 FM and AM 850 WRMR and The Plain Dealer. 
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